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be set apart for Fort Marlbnr were taken one ai Madras and forwa
thence.

ed from

32.     In consequence of the 53rd paragraph of your letter dared :he 2!-:
November   1764, we shall take every precaution for  ihe detect ion  of illicit
trade particularly on the ships from Madeira and have issued the necessary
orders for that purpose to the Custom Master and Import Warehonsekeeper,
33.    Pursuant  to  the  orders  contained  in   the  27th   paragraph   of  your
commands dated the 15th February, Mr. Walton ha> htrtn appointed to ihr
charge of the gun powder works and a committee nominated to inspect the
same consisting of the Military Storekeeper, Chief Engineer and Command-
ing Officer of the Artillery who have been furnished with the necessary ins-
tructions and we hope their attention herein mil! contribute to the improve-
ment of this manufacture as we are truely sensible of its importance,
Mr. Walton has been much indisposed ever since his arrival here, and *o short
a time in charge of this branch that we think it to no purpose to ^end vuti
C?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     JL                JL                                                                          *
samples of powder until we have some of his manufacturing.
34.    The exorbitant prices demanded of late by most of the commander:.
and officers of the Europe ships for ihe necessaries imported by diem, induced
us (particularly as they fall heavy on the military \\hose allowances have hern
-< ^                    lately so much reduced) to think of some means to prevent
.J"T  Octr.                                     *
this growing evil. To this end we fixed a certain price
to each article affording a very handsome profit to the importers, the parti-
culars whereof appear on the minutes of Consultation the 24th October and
as we could not doubt that the inhabitants would readily acquiesce in a
measure taken for the general good we determined at the same time that
ail persons who might be detected in purchasing a larger proportion of those
necessaries than might be wanted for their own consumption or the supply of
their constituents in order to dispose of the same, should immediately on such
detection forfeit the CompanVs protection, and further that we should prose-
cute according to law all persons who might forestall the market by making
purchases down the River or at any other places so as to prevent the articles
being duely exposed to sale in Calcutta. Advertisements were accordingly
published to this effect and notification hereof given to the commanders of
your ships as they arrived.
35.    It is with concern we observe that little or no regard has been paid
TO this restriction and that the captains finding sufficient purchasers upon
their own terms continued to sell their commodities at the usual extravagant
rate.   As this restriction has been attempted purely for the benefit of the
settlement, we must request you will interpose with your authority to render
it effectual by threatening with your displeasure such commanders as do not
strictly comply therewith.
36.    We have at the same time to take notice to you of the exorbitant
demands made by the captains from passengers to England; you w ill be
surprized   to  learn   that   not  less   than   five   thousand  rupees  have  been
demanded from and given by more than one individual.   This is so gross an
imposition, and as it is rather likely to increase than diminish unless you
interpose and prevent it. to the great inconvenience of people of moderate